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GUEST COLUMNISTS

Morris: Fear of deportation has gripped the Mid-South
immigrant community

By G. Scott Morris, Special to The Daily Memphian
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These days I spend a lot of time thinking about The Daily Memphian.

President Donald Trump’s pledge to deport

between 11 million and 20 million people.

Because the mission of Church Health is to care for the working uninsured, we see a
lot of immigrants. Many of the people who come through our doors are at risk, or fear
they are at risk, of being removed from the city they love and the people who love

them.

It causes anxiety in me, and I am not one prone to being anxious.

MSCS advises staff about immigration directive

The depth of fear extends broad and wide. I see people every day who are afraid they
will be deported, and some of them were born at Methodist Le Bonheur Germantown

Hospital.
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They are American citizens, but members of their families are not. The fact that
individually they have nothing to fear doesn’t diminish the emotional impact of the

deportation threats.

I know no one, no matter his or her immigration status, who opposes deportation of
“criminals.” There is universal desire for thieves, drug dealers and violent offenders to

be quickly expelled from the United States. On this there is no discussion.

But let me give you just a few examples of people I have personally met who are at risk

of deportation.

Wanda is 50 years old and has lived most of her life in Jamaica. Her mother moved to
Memphis 30 years ago after she divorced her husband. Through the normal channels,
her mother became an American citizen. She is now in her late 70s, and her health is
failing. Wanda came to Memphis eight months ago to take care of her. If Wanda is

deported, who will care for her mother?

What’s next for MSCS?

Roberto is from Honduras. He came to Memphis 20 years ago because of all of the
violence in his hometown. He started on his own doing odd jobs. He spoke very little
English, but he slowly learned. He became very good at his trade. He began as a
painter but watched and learned about every construction skill there is. He is as kind a
person as I have ever known. Since being here, he has had two children, both

American citizens by birth.

Once at my home, we were doing a project that required having a general contractor.
We asked him to use Roberto whenever possible. At one point, Roberto said something
with no malice intended. At the end of a long day of hard work he said, “One day, I

hope I can work like a white man.”

What he meant was he could start later and take frequent breaks and not work as hard

as he does. He overstated his point, but there is some truth in what he said. If he is
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deported, there are lots of people in Memphis who will greatly miss the work he does.

James is from Canada. He has a doctorate in history. He tutors a number of high
school students who go to private schools across Memphis. Very few people know he is

undocumented. But he is terrified of being deported.

I could go on. In Memphis, thousands of people are at risk. They build our houses,
wash our dishes in restaurants, mow our yards, clean our houses and take care of our
children. Think about the people in your life, or even working alongside you, who are

right now wondering what their futures might be.

Immigration bill passes, heads to governor’s desk

When I first started Church Health in 1987, I cared for many people who grew up in
rural Mississippi picking cotton. Thankfully they were able to stop having to do that

backbreaking work.

But who picks our vegetables and our fruit these days? You know the answer. In some
places they have already stopped showing up for work in significant numbers out of

fear of the deportation raids.

A central theme for the Christian and Jewish faiths is the idea of hospitality. In
Leviticus 19:-33-34 we are told, “When a stranger resides with you in your land, you
shall not do him wrong. The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the native

among you, and you shall love him as yourself.”

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus amplifies the importance of hospitality when he says,
“For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me

something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited me in” (Matthew 25:35).

Jesus equates caring for the stranger with directly caring for him.

GOP-led immigration bill signals Trump that Tennessee wants to aid his deportation

crackdown
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And the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) illustrates how hospitality
transcends cultural and legal boundaries, emphasizing compassion over rigid

adherence to rules.

The economic impact of the deportations will also be harsh. Through Individual
Taxpayer Identification Numbers — something the IRS set up for undocumented
immigrants who hope there might one day be a path to citizenship — in 2024,

immigrants paid more than $96 billion to federal, state and local taxes.

Immigrants also pay sales taxes and property tax. They contribute to the local
economy through buying things. And who knows how much money the government

collects through falsified Social Security numbers.
We will feel the economic impact of deportation.

Immigration has always been a contentious issue in America. The Naturalization Act
of 1790 allowed “free white people of good moral character” to become citizens. All

others were excluded.

Q&A with DeSoto officials on immigration bounty-hunter program

In the 1850s, the Know Nothing Party opposed Catholic immigrants. The Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882 banned Chinese laborers. The Immigration Act of 1924
created national-origin quotas that favored Western Europe and severely restricted

Asian countries.
From that perspective, what is happening now is nothing new.

In my mind there is no question we have huge challenges with our immigration
policies. Something significant needs to change, but as a person of faith and someone
who loves America, I do not want to face a day where people I call neighbors, people
whom I love, who love Memphis as much as I do, people who pay taxes, who care for

those things that make us who we are, one day are just gone.
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This would not be the America and Memphis we call home.
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